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The National Logistics Policy 2024

The National Logistics Policy 2024 was issued on April 28, 2024.

The National Logistics Policy 2024 aims to revolutionize Bangladesh's logistics landscape through
comprehensive infrastructure development, efficient transport systems, digitalization, and supply
chain enhancements. It emphasizes the efficient movement of goods across various transportation
modes, strategic warehousing to optimize distribution and minimize costs, and effective inventory
management to avoid shortages and excesses. A robust regulatory framework will ensure
fransparency, efficiency, and compliance in logistics operations.

Key objectives include enhancing connectivity by developing integrated fransport systems across
waterways, railways, roadways, and airways, optimizing logistics operations through advanced
technologies and streamlined processes, and promoting sustainability by implementing eco-friendly
practices and green logistics infrastructure. The policy seeks to drive sustainable economic growth,
enhance Bangladesh's competitiveness in international trade by reducing logistics costs and
improving service quality, and develop world-class infrastructure to facilitate smoother movement
of goods domestically and internationally.

To ensure effective implementation, two high-level committees will be established: the National
Council for Logistics Development, chaired by the Prime Minister, which will provide strategic
guidance and oversight, and the National Logistics Development and Coordination Committee, led
by the Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister, which will monitor progress and ensure timely
execution of the policy's work-plan. This strategic approach aims to create a dynamic, efficient, and
sustainable logistics sector, fostering a conducive environment for investment and growth.

The Policy consists of the following items.

Chapter 1 : Background and Journey

Chapter 2 : Definition

Chapter 3 : Aim and objectives of National Logistics Policy

Chapter 4 : Scope, Application, Implementation and Monitoring of National Logistics Policy
Chapter 5 : Development of Infrastructure of Logistics sector

Chapter 6 : Logistics Sector and Trade Facilitation

Chapter 7 : Use of Information Technology in Logistics Sector

Chapter 8 : Human resource and skill development in Logistics sector
Chapter 9 : Investment in Logistics Sector

Chapter10: Environmentally Friendly Logistics Sector Management
Chapterl1: Safety, Security and Compliance of Logistics Sector

Chapter12: Institutional arrangements for Policy Implementation, Monitoring,
Review and Analysis

Chapterl3: Key Performance Indicator-KPI

Chapterl4: Conclusion

https://www.dpp.gov.bd/upload file/gazettes/53433 25147.pdf
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Changes in Bangladesh Copyright Act 2023

1. Introduction

On September 18, 2023, the Copyright Act 2023 of Bangladesh was promulgated and the Copyright
Act, 2000 was repealed. In this article, we will infroduce a newly infroduced overview of the revised
Copyright Act.

e The concept of the EU database protection model has been infroduced, and if the
requirements are satisfied, it is subject to copyright protection. However, it is not fully consistent
with the EU definition and is not protected in the same way.

e Digital works are protected if they meet certain requirements. As such, the copyright of the
design by ICT-related products, activities, databases, and digital tools is incorporated.

e Art forms are now protected. Art forms now include dress design, graphic or artistic images,
or any design using a digital platform, provided that the requirements are met.

e Folk songs and ethnic cultures are also subject to copyright protection if certain requirements
are met.

e Piracy of movies and other items can now be prohibited.

2. Bangladesh Copyright Features

Under the Bangladesh Copyright Act, folk songs and ethnic culture may also be copyrighted, and if
you want to use them for the commercial purpose, you may need to register them with the Copyright
Office. Copyright registration system is established, which may be a requirement for civil litigation.
The Bangladesh Copyright Office manages copyright registration, and registration is not available
online and direct communication with the Copyright Office is required. Individuals and corporations
both domestic and foreign are eligible to register.

3. History of copyright protection of folk songs and ethnic culture

The infroduction of folk songs and ethnic culture in this revision is due to the following circumstances.
In 2020, the Sherpur-based folk band Shorolpur fought over the copyright claim of the folk song
"Sarbata Mangal Radhe" after it was commercially covered by another group, but the Copyright
Office ruled that Shorolpur had no copyright and revoked the copyright. In light of the series of
conflicts, they had made it possible to register folk songs and other materials with this legislation, and
to return some of them to the cultural community for profit.

Bangladesh's Heatwaves

1. Introduction

This April, a long and very hot heat wave arrived, causing schools to be closed for a week. Across
Bangladesh, the heat wave reached over 38 degrees, and in some areas, it reached over 40
degrees. On April 26, 2024, the Japan Meteorological Agency recorded a 24-day heat wave in April,
breaking the record set in 2019. the climate was like Japan's extreme heat, with hot, humid, and
fropical nights. However, in May, the weather calmed down, the wind blew, and the humidity
decreased, making it a more comfortable fime to live.

Newspaper said, that research underscores the vulnerability of Bangladesh's apparel sector to
extreme weather events and that heatwaves and flooding could potentially result in a $27 billion
export hit by 2030. As temperatures soar and heatwaves become more frequent and intense, the
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economic repercussions are becoming increasingly profound. So, this article introduces the effects
of heat waves.

2. Agricultural Sector

Bangladesh's agricultural sector, which employs a substantial portion of the population, is particularly
vulnerable to heatwaves. Prolonged extreme heat leads to water stress, reduced soil moisture, and
crop stress, significantly affecting staple crops such as rice, wheat, and jute. Disrupted planting
schedules, decreased yields, and increased pest infestations contribute to economic losses and
worsen food insecurity, impacting farmers and rural communities.

3. Industrial and Manufacturing Sector.

The impact of heatwaves on industrial and manufacturing sectors is substantial, affecting
productivity, operations, and overall economic performance. Heatwaves disrupt industrial and
manufacturing activities, leading to equipment failures, reduced productivity, and increased energy
consumption for cooling. Machinery and equipment are prone to overheating and malfunctions
during extreme heat, resulting in unexpected downtfime and disruptions in production schedules. This
not only causes immediate losses but also compromises long-term productivity and output.

To combat soaring temperatures, industries heavily rely on cooling systems like air conditioning and
refrigeration. This heightened demand for cooling drives up energy consumption, translating info
higher electricity bills for businesses. The added operational costs further strain profit margins and
competitiveness within the market.

Outdoor labor-intensive sectors like construction face heightened safety risks during heatwaves.
Workers are susceptible to heat-related illnesses such as heat exhaustion and heatstroke, leading to
increased absenteeism and reduced workforce efficiency. Safety protocols must be reinforced,
often at an additional cost, to ensure worker well-being and minimize project delays.

The cumulative impact of equipment failures, reduced productivity, increased energy costs, and
safety challenges during heatwaves results in significant financial strain for industrial and
manufacturing enterprises. This strain extends beyond individual businesses to hinder overall
economic growth, as productivity slowdowns and project delays impede the completion of critical
infrastructure and manufacturing projects.

4. Energy Sector

The energy sector struggles with heightened demand for cooling services during heatwaves, leading
to power shortages, strain on electricity grids, and increased carbon emissions due to the excessive
use of air conditioning. This, in furn, franslates into higher electricity bills for consumers and operational
challenges for utilities, impacting the economy at large.

202444 A5 BICRHSNT-ELTERTFHR (4 A 5H~5H 14 H) / Major updates
on Legislations in April 2024 & May 2024 (5 April to 14 May)

Official Extraordinary Gazette Notification and other Circulars

Issue
Date Title Issuing Ministry
05-April | S,R,0 Act No. 346/2023.--Fuel Inspection Regulations, 2023. Non Government
Organization
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15-April | N0.-04.00.0000.611.06.001.24.67.--In the context of formation of National Cabinet Division
Advisory Council on Statistics-NACS.
16-April | S. R. O. No. 93-Law/2024-- Amendment of Civil Aviation Rules, 1984, Ministry of Civil

Aviation and Tourism

17-April | No. BSEC/CMRRCD/2009-193/75/PRD150 Bangladesh Securities
and Exchange
Commission
18-April | S.R.O. No. 83 - Act/2024—Amendment of Police Regulations, 1943 Non Government
Organization
18-April | S.R.O. No. 14-Act/2024.--Amendment of Regulations For Working of Non Government
Chittagong Port (Cargo & Container), 2001 Organization
25-April | Policy on utilization of fees received under Production Sharing Agreement Non Government
(PSC) for research and development in Petrobangla, 2024. Organization
28-April | Recruitment of Experts, Advisors and Consultants Policy, 2024 Non Government

Organization
28-April | S,R,0 No.- 101-Act/2024.--Rajdhani Development Authority (Allotment of | Ministry of Housing

Land, Plots, Spaces and Flats) Rules, 2024. & Public Works
28-April | No. 03.10.2690.882.18.001.2022-83.--National Logistics Policy, 2024. Prime Minister's
Office
29-April | No. BSEC/CMRRCD/2009-193/76/PRD/151 Bangladesh Securities
and Exchange
Commission
29-April | No. 28.00.0000.026.35.116.24.41.- Fuel rate Ministry of Power,
Energy and Mineral
Resources
06-May | B. Ja. S. Bill No. 06/2024.--Bill to enact provisions related to reducing the National Parliament
risk of financial transactions and protecting customer interests through the of Bangladesh
integration, supervision and control of payment, settlement and settlement
systems.
06-May | Ba. Ja. S. Bill No. 04/2024.--A Bill to further amend the Local Government | National Parliament
(Union Councils) Act, 2009. of Bangladesh

07-May | N0.-04.00.0000.611.06.001.24.75.--'Constitution of Task Force to review Cabinet Division
and take necessary steps regarding the bringing of accused (Bangladesh
citizens) staying abroad to Bangladesh for trial and punishment'
09-May | Ba. Ja. S. Bill No. 07/2024.--Foreign Voluntary Organizations (Acquisition National Parliament
of Immovable Property) Regulation Ordinance, 1983 is repealed and brought | of Bangladesh

to make a new law

Bangladesh Bank Circular

Issue Title
Date

08-April | BRPD Circular Letter No. 17: Charging interest & repayment procedure of Term Loan

08-April | BRPD Circular Letter No. 18: Clarification of the deduction of source tax
16-April | BRPD Circular Letter No. 20: Name change of Bank Asia Ltd to Bank Asia PLC.
16-April | SMESPD Circular Letter No. 01: Re-fixing interest rate on pre-finance facility under SREUP

18-April | FEPD Circular Letter No. 02: Clarification regarding the effectiveness of the certificate issued by the
National Board of Revenue under Section 123(2) of the Income Tax Act, 2023 and Section 53BB(2) of
the Income-tax Ordinance, 1984.

22-April | FEPD Circular Letter No. 03: Providing deemed export facilities to registered person (sub-
contractor/manufacturer/supplier) for supply of goods to the local contractor against international tender .
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23-April | FEPD Circular Letter No. 04: Circulation of Gazette issued by National Board of Revenue (Income tax)
on Offshore Banking Operation in Bangladesh

25-April | DFIM Circular No. 14: Obtaining NOC from the concerned authorities of electricity and gas suppliers in
case of loan disbursement.

30-April | DFIM Circular Letter No. 15: Clarification of the deduction of source tax.
08-May | MPD Circular No. 02: Re-fixation of Interest Rate Corridor (IRC).

08-May | FEPD Circular No. 09: Introduction of Crawling Peg Exchange Rate System
08-May | BRPD Circular No. 10: Interest/Profit Rate of Loan/Investment.

09-May | SFD Circular Letter No. 03: Sustainability Rating of Banks and Finance Companies

09-May | FEPD Circular Letter No. 05: Relaxation on single transaction through International Card issued against
Resident Foreign Currency Deposit (RFCD) Account

12-May | FEPD Circular Letter No. 06: Export incentive against export in CMT basis in RMG/Textile sector
13-May | BRPD Circular No. 12: Core Banking Solution (CBS) Features and Controls, Version 2.0, May, 2024.
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#mEE 452/ Editor's Note
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When | ask expatriates and people on long-term business trips what

sports they play, the topics that come up are golf, tennis, baseball,
and soccer. Some people also do strength training, and there are gyms and shops for machines
and equipment in the city. There are several parks where you can enjoy marathons and walking.
Swimming and pools are not popular with the local culture, and pools are only found clubs, hotels

and luxury apartments for foreigners.

AfElx, 202445 H 14 HB(EDFRIZES X E T,
The iinformation in this Newsletter is the information as of 14th May, 2024.
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